
b a c k g r o u n d
In the summer of 2022, through a partnership between the Department of Health's Gun Violence Intervention Team
and the Annapolis Mayor’s Office, Cure Violence Global came to Annapolis for a week-long assessment to address and
decrease gun violence through violence interruption.

Members of the Cure Violence team met with a wide range of stakeholders, including the city and county leaders,
agencies, community organizations, some of whom are in the streets working with at-risk individuals, others of
whom provide a range of preventive and social services. They met with the Annapolis Police who are on board and
know that any violence interruption program would run in parallel with their work. They also met with city agencies
like the Housing Authority.
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W h a t  i s  V i o l e n c e  I n t e r r u p t i o n ?
Violence interruption involves working with people at risk of
committing or being the target of violence to prevent violence. It is
an urgent response to violence. Violence interrupters from the
community work in the community to find alternatives to looming
violent situations.
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K i n g d o m  K a r e ,  I n c .  ( K K I )  i s  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  B a s e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n  c h o s e n  t o  i m p l e m e n t
t h e  V i o l e n c e  I n t e r r u p t i o n  P r o g r a m .  T h e y  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  g u n  v i o l e n c e
i n t e r r u p t i o n ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  M A N  U P  A N N E  A R U N D E L
p r o g r a m  i n  W e s t  C o u n t y .  

K i n g d o m  K a r e  w o r k s  w i t h  a n d  t r a i n s  c u l t u r a l l y  s e n s i t i v e ,  c r e d i b l e  m e s s e n g e r s  t o
i n t e r r u p t  t h e  c y c l e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c h a n g e  c o m m u n i t y  n o r m s .

W h y  E a s t p o r t ?
In 2023, the Anne Arundel County Department of Health held
listening sessions in Annapolis communities identified through
the Cure Violence Global assessment as locations where a
violence interruption program could be implemented. 

The purpose of these listening sessions were to identify which
area would be the best fit for a Violence Interruption Program.  

Through these listening sessions, Eastport residents expressed
interest in having a violence interruption program in their
community.
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a r e  s e e i n g  t h e  v a l u e  i n  h a v i n g  a  s a f e  c o m m u n i t y . ”
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What is Violence Interruption?

Violence interruption involves working with people at risk of committing or being the
target of violence to prevent violence. The work is done by trained violence interrupters,
who work in the streets and are from the communities they are working in. They have to
have credibility in those communities.

What’s the difference between violence interruption and violence prevention?

Violence prevention is a broader strategy that works with communities to decrease the
overall level of violence. While these approaches go hand in hand, violence interruption
is an intense and specialized set of work.

H o w  i t  w o r k s
Violence Interruption hires members of the community who have had similar life experiences
to those at highest risk of committing acts of violence.
Staff are trained and receive extensive education and coaching in evidence-based methods of
mediation, persuasion, behavior change, and norm change — all of which are essential for
limiting the spread of outbreaks of violence.
The work includes:

Detecting and interrupting potentially violent situations
Identifying and changing the thinking and behavior of the highest risk transmitters (those
most likely to engage in violence)
Changing group norms that support and perpetuate the use of violence.

The work violence interrupters do takes a public health approach that recognizes that violence
spreads much like infectious diseases do. 

Cure Violence is a national organization that has been working for more than two decades to
interrupt cycles of violence in communities. They explicitly take a public health approach, one that
recognizes that violence spreads much like infectious diseases do. 

https://cvg.org/

